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Austin Earns CPPO Designation 
 

(Baton Rouge)  Patricia “Patsy” Austin, Procurement Director for the Louisiana 

Department of Public Safety and Corrections, has earned the designation of Certified 

Public Purchasing Officer (CPPO).  The prestigious designation, by the Universal Public 

Purchasing Certification Council (UPPCC), is an outstanding honor for individuals in the 

public purchasing profession and an asset to their specific division of government 

administration. 

 

Austin joins just three other people in Louisiana who have earned the certification.  She 

holds the title of Certified Professional Public Buyer (CPPB) as well.  Austin joined the 

Department in 1981 as Director of Internal Audit and was promoted to Procurement 

Director in 1988. 

 

“The Department encourages all employees to reach their highest professional potential 

and Patsy is certainly accomplishing that,” said Secretary Richard L. Stalder.  “She is well 

respected among her peers and the citizens of the state should know that their money is 

being spent efficiently and wisely under her purchasing stewardship.” 

 

Austin oversees purchasing for approximately $100 million in operating supplies and 

services each year within the Department. 

 

CPPO candidates are required to meet specific criteria established by the UPPCC.  This 

includes public purchasing experience, education, training in purchasing related subjects  
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and functional management experience.  A comprehensive written examination and oral 

assessment are required to confirm the candidate’s mastery of the body of knowledge for 

public purchasing professionals.  The individual demonstrates standards of competency 

that is a benefit to the public. 

 

The National Institute of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP) and the National Association 

of State Procurement Officials (NASPO) jointly established the Universal Public 

Purchasing Certification Council in 1978 to promote effective procurement 

professionalism in the public sector. 
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